Ljiljana Ina GJURGJAN, full professor
Subject:  Modern British Literature

Course title:  Irish Modernism

ECTS credits: 6

Language:  English

Duration: 1 semester (7th)
Status: elective

Course type: lectures, seminars 
Prerequisites:  Enrolment in graduate programme
Course requirements: regular attendance and active participation in discussion; class presentation, to be developed into a 1500-2000 word essay, mid term and end term written exam. 

Course description: Critical works and essays of the Irish Modernists – James Joyce, W. B. Yeats and S. Beckett – will be contextualised within the dominant discursive practices of the period. In addition to the understanding of Modernism as a literary and cultural phenomenon, we shall also discuss the role of literature in stateless nations and the relation between language and nationality. In the conclusion, the impact of the Modernist rhetoric on the constitution of national and individual identity will be addressed.
Objective: The course intends to further the students’ skills in reading literary texts in the light of current critical theories,  in particular postcolonial and New Historicist. The course should also advance their ability to interpret cultural dynamics, as well as their understanding of Modernism as one of the most important periods in modern cultural history. 
Syllabus:

Week 1: Introduction: modernism, modernity, aestheticism, turn-of-the-century aesthetics, postcolonial literary criticism

Week 2: Modern Irish history, Irish identity: Kiberd: «Uprising», «Michael Collins» (a film)

Week 3: W. B. Yeats between nationalism and aestheticism (from “Cathleen ni Houlihan”, “Easter 1916”, “September 1913”, “The Statues”, “The Second Coming”, “Leda and the Swan”, “Sailing to Byzantium” ,“Among School Children”)

Week 4: Yeats continued

Week 5: Yeats continued

Week 6: The role of Yeats’ poetry in the constitution of the modern Irish nation (Deane “From Boredom and Apocalypse”, “Heroic Styles: The tradition of an Idea”; Lloyd: “The Spirit of the Nation”; Kearney: “Myths of Motherland”). A documentary on Yeats’s poetry. 
Week 7: Continued, MID TERM EXAM
Week 8: from Joyce’s Dubliners:  the case of «semi-colonial writing»:  “The Sisters”, “Eveline”, “Clay”, “Counterparts” (Norris: «Narration Under a Blindfold», Lloyd: «Counterparts», Gibbons: «Have you no home to go to?»)
Week 9: continued

Week 10: continued

Week 11: James Joyce: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (a novel and a film) Essays by Brivic, Kershner, Froula, Nolan)  
Week 12: continued

Week 13: Joyce’s experiments with language, examples from Ulysses (inserts from films Ulysses and Bloom), Finnegans Wake
Week 14: Theatre of the Absurd: Samuel Beckett: “Waiting for Godot” (Essays by Bertinneti and Kiberd)
Week 15: The Troubles: MacLeverty: Cal. END TERM EXAM
Required reading:
James Joyce: A Portrait of the artist as a Young Man 

Samuel Beckett: Waiting for Godot 

Bernard MacLeverty: Cal 
Other texts listed in the syllabus will be available for photocopying as a Reader.
Optional references:

The Cambridge Companion to James Joyce, ed. Derek Attridge, UP 2004

A Companion to James Joyce, ed. Richard Brown, Blackwell , 2007  
Declan Kiberd:  Inventing Ireland:  The Literature of the Modern Nation, London:  Vintage, 1996

Margot Norris: Joyce's Web, Austen: U. of Texas Press, 1992

Attridge – Howes: Semicolonial Joyce, Cambridge U. Press 2000

Atridge and Ferrer, Post-Structuralist Joyce, Cambridge U. Press, 1984

Neil. R. Davison: ‘Representations of Irishness’ in Textual Practice, summer 1998, 12(2) , 291-321

Denis Donoghue: Yeats, Fontana Modern Masters, any edition

Christina Froula: Modernism’s Body: Sex, Culture and Joyce, New York, Columbia U. Press, 1996

Majorie Howes: Yeats’s Nations - Gender, Class and Irishness, Cambridge U. Press, 1998   

Ljiljana Ina Gjurgjan: “Yeats, Postcolonialism, and Turn-of-theCentury Aesthetics” u European Journal of English Studies, 1999, Vol 3, No. 3, pp. 314-326

Pericles Lewis: Modernism, Nationalism, and the Novel, Cambridge U. Press, 2000

Edward Said: “Nationalism, Colonialism, and Literature: Yeats and Decolonialization”, Field Day, Hutchinson and Co, 1988) pp. 12-34

