Dr Jelena Šesnić

Graduate programme

Course title: The History and Paradigms of American Studies 2
Instructor: Jelena Šesnić 

ECTS credits: 6

Status: mandatory for Americanist specialization; otherwise elective
Semester: Spring (8th)
Enrollment requirements: Student must be enrolled in the 4th year. For Americanist
specialization, the student must have passed "The History and Paradigms 1".
Course description: This is a companion course to the History and Paradigms of American Studies 1, and thus continues to examine the changes in the methodology of American Studies since the 1970s until the present. Major developments in this respect are new historicism, feminist and gender studies, ethnic and postcolonial studies, cultural studies and related models of reading, neo-Marxist criticism, post-nationalist and transnational approaches and the like. These approaches will be exemplified by representative scholarly essays and, in turn, tested on the appropriate primary texts. 
Objectives: Upper level literary seminar with strong emphasis on the application of relevant critical and cultural models on chosen artefacts; further emphasis is placed on the student's individual work through active participation in class and independently written research papers on suggested topics.

Course requirements: regular attendance; participation in class discussions; in-class and home assignments; seminar paper; mid-term + final test (continuous assessment)

Reading:

Primary texts (further titles to be announced)

Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter
Mark Twain: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 

Secondary readings

Bercovitch, Sacvan and Myra Jehlen, eds. Ideology and Classic American Literature. 


Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1987. (selection)

Denning, Michael. Culture in the Age of Three Worlds. London, New York: Verso, 2004. 


(selection)

Elliott, Michael A. and Claudia Stokes, eds. American Literary Studies: A 


Methodological Reader. New York, London: New York UP, 2003. (selection)

Kaplan, Amy and Donald E. Pease, eds. Cultures of United States Imperialism. Durham, 


London: Duke UP, 1993. (selection)
Maddox, Lucy, ed. Locating American Studies: The Evolution of a Discipline. Baltimore, 


London: The Johns Hopkins UP, 1998. (selection)

Palumbo-Liu, David, ed. The Ethnic Canon: Histories, Institutions and Interventions. 


Minneapolis, London: U of Minnesota P, 1995. (selection)

Pease, Donald E. and Robyn Wiegman, eds. Futures of American Studies. Durham, 


London: Duke UP, 2002. (selection)

Rowe, John Carlos, ed. Post-Nationalist American Studies. Berkeley: U of California P, 


2000. (selection)

