Ljiljana Ina GJURGJAN, full professor
Subject:  Modern British Literature

Course title:  Modernist Ethics and Aesthetics 

ECTS credits: 6

Language:  English

Duration: 1 semester (8th)
Status: elective

Course type: lectures/ seminars

Prerequisites:  enrolment in graduate programme

Course requirements: regular attendance and active participation in discussion; class presentation, (to be handed in as a 1500-2000 word essay), mid term and end term written exam. 

Course description: We shall read representative Modernist texts in order to analyse the ways in which Modernism challenges the Cartesian notion of the subject and its understanding of the traditional values such as good, true and beautiful, We shall also address the question of the role of art in the modern world in relation to personal and national self-definition. 

Objective: The course intends to acquaint students with various literary theories - such as postcolonial, New Historicist, feminist, cultural - and develop their skills in applying them to literary texts. It will also offer an insight into Modernist ethics and aesthetics, concentrating in particular on the role of art in the world “without God”..
Syllabus:

Week 1: Introduction: modernism, modernity, aestheticism, turn-of-the-century aesthetics, impressionism, Cartesian notion of a subject, Mach, Bergson, Nietzsche  Freud 

Week 2: W. B. Yeats between nationalism and aestheticism (Cathleen ni Houlihan, Easter 1916, September 1913, The Statues, Sailing to Byzantium)

Week 3: The role of Yeats’ poetry in the constitution of the modern Irish nation, the aesthetisation of violence (Deane “Heroic Styles: The tradition of an Idea”, Kearney: “Myths of Motherland”)

Week 4: Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness, postcolonial, impressionist and semiological readings
Week 5: continued

Week 6: continued

Week 7: D. H. Lawrence: Women in Love (film), the rise of individuality, gender roles
Week 8: continued

Week 9: MID TERM EXAM

Week 10: James Joyce, “The Dead”, A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man, Chapter 5, the role of the artist in modern society
Week 11: continued

Week 12: Virginia Woof: Mrs. Dalloway – modernist and feminist aspects of the novel
Week 13: continued

Week 14: Michael Cunningham: The Hours, the postmodern rewriting of a modernist text

Week 15: END TERM EXAM
Required reading:
Joseph Conrad: Heart of Darkness 

James Joyce: «The Dead», A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (5th Chapter) ( 
Virginia Woolf: Mrs Dalloway

The Reader (W.B. Yeats: selection of the poems, excerts from Cathleen Ni Houlihan,  Tzvetan Todorov: Heart of Darkness (in: A Practical Reader in Contemporary Literary Theory, Edited by P. Brooker and P. Widdowson; Conrad: The Presentation of Narrative (in: Edward W. Said: The World, the Text, and the Critic; Impressionism (in: Ian Watt: Conrad in the Nineteenth Century); Declan Kiberd: Inventing Ireland: The Literature of the Modern Nation, London: Vintage, 1996;Margot Norris: “Stephen Dedalus, Oscar Wilde, and the Art of Lying” in Joyce’s Web, Austen: U. of Texas Press, 1992; 

“James Joyce: A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man”, ed. by Kerschner (a case study in contemporary criticism – pp. 221-391);Attridge – Howes:  Semicolonial Joyce, Cambridge UP 2000 (pp. 128-201); Virginia Woolf: From “Byron and Mr. Briggs” (in: The Gender of Modernism: A Critical Anthology, edited by Bonnie Kime Scott);Erich Auerbach: The Brown Stocking (in: E. Auerbach: Mimesis);Bonnie Kime Scott: Digging out Mrs. Dalloway (in: B. K. Scott: Refiguring Modernism, vol. 2:  Postmodern Feminist Readings of Woolf, West, and Barnes); Ban Wang: “I” on the Run: Crisis of Identity in Mrs. Dalloway (in: Modern Fiction Studies, Vol. 38, no. 1)

Further reading:

Barthes, Roland. 1972. Mythologies. trans. Annette Lavers, New York: Hill and Wang 

Cahoone, Lawrence, 2003: Modernism to Postmodernism, Blackwell
Derrida, Jacques, 1984 «Two Words for Joyce», trans. Geoff Bennington, in Post-Structuralist Joyce: Essays from the French, ur. Derek Attridge i Daniel Ferrer. Cambridge University Press

Hutcheon, Linda. 1989. The Politics of Postmodernism. London and New York: Routledge

Jameson, Frederick, 1981: The Political Unconscious: Narrative as Socially Symbolic Act 

Kiberd, Declan, 1996: Inventing Ireland: The Literature of the Modern Nation, London: Vintage, 1996 
Kristeva, Julia. 1988, Strangers to Ourselves,. New York: Columbia University Press, 1988
de Man, Paul. 1996. Blindness and Insight: Essays in the Rhetoric of  Contemporary Criticism. London: Routledge 

Said, Edward. 1994. Culture and Imperialism. New York: Vintage

 Press 
Young, Robert (ed.) 1981.  Untying the Text – a Post- Structuralist Reader.. Boston, London, Henley: Routledge and Kegan Paul The Modernist Novel and the Decline of Empire. 

