Dr. sc. Sonja Bašić, prof. emer.

Graduate programme

Course title: Anglo-American Modernism: Fiction and Poetry
Instructor: Sonja Bašić
ECTS credits: 6
Status: elective

Semester: spring (8th )
Enrollment requirements: Student must be enrolled into the 4th year. 

Course description: This course will be a study in depth of some very difficult texts (fiction and poetry) produced by the leading and ground breaking Greatest Writers of English and American Modernism (cca 1890-1940) who are also among the leading writers of the 20th century. The study focuses on their innovative and experimental qualities. The fiction comprises a novel each by Woolf and Faulkner; Joyce will  be presented by a few short stories from Dubliners and extracts (about 50 pages) from Ulysses (an experimental venture for both teacher and students). The poetry consists of representative selections of poems by  W.B. Yeats, T.S. Eliot and Ezra Pound.     

This aims to be a demanding but hopefully rewarding course, requiring careful close reading, and more than average effort.

Objectives:  It is my hope to improve the students’ skills of literary appreciation by helping them to read, understand and enjoy some of the most difficult texts written in English during the last two centuries. The aim is to present to the students the significance and complexity of these writers by teacher-guided but also independent and I hope creative close student readings. 
Course requirements: continuous evaluation (mid-term and final tests); regular attendance; participation in class; seminar paper (5-6 pages)

Reading
Poetry:

William Butler Yeats: Second Coming, Byzantium, Sailing to Byzantium, A Prayer for my Daughter, Lapis Lazuli and more 
Thomas Stearns Eliot: Love Song of  J. Alfred Prufrock, The Waste Land - and more

Ezra Pound: Hugh Selwyn Mauberley: Life and Contacts, Sestina Altaforte, Near Perigord, The Return - and more 

Fiction:

Virginia Woolf: To the Lighthouse
William Faulkner; The Sound and the Fury
James Joyce: Dubliners (selection); extracts from Ulysses (generous selection)

Secondary Sources

Ivo Vidan. Romani struje svijesti (Školska knjiga)

Sonja Bašić: William Faulkner. Život i djelo (Sabrana djela , Globus Zagreb)

Malcolm Bradbury & James McFarlane: Modernism
Irwing Howe: The Idea of the Modern
Columbia History of American Literature

(parts of these works, along with other selected critical texts will be included in a Reader for students (about 200 pages)

