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Objective:
Gaining an insight into the development of the English language and its characteristics in relation to society and its development. This is a general educational course for all students of English.

Contents:
The course gives an overview of social happenings and their interplay with the language use, from settling the British Isle to this day, as well as an overview of the most important factors that cause changes or stop them. 

  
	Week
	Topic

	1
	Introduction. Periodization. Language Types. Indo-European Languages. Germanic Languages. Old English. 

	2
	Comparative Method. Grimm’s Law and Proto-Germanic. 
Old English Spelling and Phonology.
Old English Names and Old English Dialects. Runes. 

	3
	Old English Morphology – paradigms (nouns, verbs, pronouns).

	4
	Old English Lexicon and Semantics, Scandinavian influence

	5
	Old English Syntax and Verb Phrase

	6
	Translating Old English texts 
(Aelfric, Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Alfred and Beowulf).

	7
	Middle English. Introduction. 
Consequences of Norman Invasion. New phonemes. Lost inflections.

	8
	Middle English dialects.
Orthography. Word formation. 

	9
	Middle English Vocabulary. Loanwords. Syntax.

	10
	Reading Middle English texts (The Peterborough Chronicle, The Canterbury Tales, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight).

	11
	Early Modern English. Caxton and printing. 
Emergence of Standard English.

	12
	The Great Vowel Shift. 
Grammaticalization. 

	13
	Rise of prescriptivism. Dictionaries and Grammars.
Vocabulary.

	14
	Shakespeare. Status of English. The rise of world standard Englishes.
Late Modern English.

	15
	Modern English
Revision
Exam


Class methods and procedures:
Students should regularly attend classes and participate in class discussions. Every student is to present a paper based on his/her research on a relevant topic of their choice, either alone or in co-operation with another student.

Evaluation:

Exam


70 %
Seminar papers
30 %
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