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- 
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-
Goal:
This seminar aims at providing the students with a deeper insight in the issue of grammatical relations and the relationship between syntax and semantics. The students should gain a more advanced level of knowledge regarding various syntactic phenomena, such as different grammatical systems and different properties that grammatical relations exhibit cross-linguistically. All the work in the seminar is based on examples from less-known languages and cultures (some of them often being referred to as 'exotic') around the world.
SYLLABUS:
	Week
	Topic

	1.
	Introduction. Syntax as a unique feature of human language.

	2.
	Aspects of syntactic structure. Are form classes universal?

	3.
	Grammatical relations and semantic roles. Exercises.

	4.
	Different systems of grammatical relations: nominative-accusative languages.

	5.
	Ergative languages.

	6.
	Properties of grammatical relations: verb agreement. Exercises.

	7.
	Case marking and word order. Exercises.

	8.
	Student research projects – topic selection.

	9.
	       Subjects and constructions that target subjects.

	10.
	Imperative and reflexive constructions.

	11.
	Wh-question formation and cleft formation.

	12.
	Complex sentences. Relative clauses.

	13.
	Direct and indirect objects.

	14.
	Transitivity.


	15.
	Presentation of student research projects.


ORGANIZATION OF WORK IN THE SEMINAR:
A new unit is covered each week and some units are followed by exercises that students do in class. The students are also encouraged to perform a significant amount of linguistic analysis and to actively participate in the seminar. They are also advised to read selected parts of literature at home.
STUDENTS' OBLIGATIONS AND EVALUATION METHODS:
The students are obliged to attend the seminar regularly. In the course of semester they should solve and turn in three complex assignments which are a precondition for signature. The students are also organized in groups in order to conduct a research project on selected topics. In the last week of the seminar they present the results of their analysis in class.
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