Course title: Pragmatics
Course coordinator: Višnja Josipović-Smojver, Associate Professor

Instructors: Mateusz-Milan Stanojević; Marija Kraljević

ECTS credits: 5

Language: English

Semester: 9th (winter)

Status: elective

Form of Instruction: 4 lectures per week

Prerequisites: completed course in Semantics of English
Examination: continual assessment (written assignments during the year)
Course contents: This course deals with various issues in pragmatics, such as illocution and perlocution, various types of communicative interaction, speech acts, text functions, deixis and the relationship between pragmatics, semantics and syntax. Particular topics include reading and discussing latest research. Emphasis is placed on participation and looking for everyday illustrations of pragmatic principles.

Objectives: In this course, the students will acquire basic theoretical competences in pragmatics and basic skills related to pragmatic research. Upon completion of this course students will be able to read pragmatic studies, they will acquire basic skills in setting up pragmatic research, and will be able to informally recognize pragmatic phenomena in everyday communication, which may be used as a starting point to become aware of communicative skills. 

	Week
	Topic

	1
	Introduction, syllabus, definition of pragmatics (continental and US tradition).

	2
	Functions of language. The interaction of functions of language and pragmatic effect.

	3
	Context and background knowledge in everyday texts. Overview of issues in spoken and written communication. Cultural variation. Examples and research ideas. “Saying more than is said”: implicature.

	4
	“Saying more than is said”: implicature. Observing and flouting maxims. Reasons behind observing and flouting maxims. Cultural differences.

	5
	Conventional implicature and background knowledge. Culture and stereotypes. Knowledge of the world. Research of folk knowledge systems. Presupposition.

	6
	Revision. Speech acts: what people do by saying something. Types of speech acts.

	7
	Types of speech acts. Felicity conditions. Realization of speech acts in different types of texts. Why use speech acts: politeness. Positive and negative face

	8
	Why use speech acts: culture. Cross-cultural variation. Examples and research ideas.

	9
	Deixis. Categories of deixis. Person deixis. Social deixis and politeness. Cross-cultural variation. Linguistic research. 

	10
	Time deixis and tense. Space deixis: distance, visibility. Linguistic research and language variation. 

	11
	Revision. Discourse analysis, pragmatics and culture. Conversation analysis. Issues in discourse analysis research.

	12
	The interface of pragmatics, semantics and syntax. Theoretical issues and their practical consequences. 

	13
	Pragmatics and cognition: relevance theory. Research examples.

	14
	Revision.

	15
	Final exam.
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