                                                       Course Syllabus     
                                  Contemporary English Language 4 (CEL 4)
Course title: Contemporary English Language 4

Summer semester 2008/2009
Instructor: Vesna Beli, M.A.
ECTS – credits: 5

Language of instruction: English

Semester: 8th (summer)

Status: mandatory

Course format: workshop/ seminar. Class meets twice a week for ninety minutes
Enrollment requirements: 
Students must have successfully completed Academic Writing.  
Course requirements: 
All written and oral assignments must be done in order to complete the course. Presenting, listening and giving feedback are the most important activities the students will engage in. Attendance is therefore crucial.

Course description: 
This course builds upon the skills acquired in Academic Writing to further develop students’ critical and analytical thinking. Students will read and discuss a variety of texts from different disciplines and work on a research paper. They will also become familiar with the principles of effective public communication, focusing on speech preparation and speech presentation. 
Course objectives: 
· Comprehend information from different sources.

· Learn that writers use information to achieve certain aims.

· Produce essays that reflect students’ own critical thinking.

· Learn to use library and other information sources. 
· Learn to write and document a research paper.
· Gain an understanding of public speaking as an academic study.

· Understand important concepts and assumptions that are central to public speaking.

· Become familiar with basic skills and competencies needed for successful speechmaking 
· Learn to design speech outlines, research topics, organize ideas within a presentation and learn to use visual aids in presentations.  
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE
1. Overview of course.
2. Planning and organizing an essay.

3. Discussion of essays students read for class. Critical reading. Questioning the text. Focusing on structure. Comparing different types of discourse. Annotating and note taking.
4. Oral presentation (in small groups) of proposals for essay topics. First assignment due in two weeks. Developing the thesis. Outlining and drafting.
5. Strategies for development. Writing introductory and body paragraphs. Analyzing examples.
6. Peer review - students read each others essays and provide feedback.

7. Revising, proofreading, and responding to editorial comments. Quiz on previous reading assignments.
8. Analysis of essays students have revised.
9. Introduction to the research paper. Students will have read two research papers for class. Research paper proposals due in two weeks . 

10.  Writing abstracts. 
11.  Discussion of topics for research papers. Proposed topics are discussed in small groups. Each group presents orally the synthesis of the discussion.
12. In-class critique of excerpts from different research papers.

13.  Report on research paper progress: analysis of the introduction and body paragraphs. Students work in groups and give each other feedback.

14. Developing and organizing support for arguments. In-class exercises. Soft and hard copy of essays due the following week
15. Peer review work. Students work in pairs, each pair gets one student essay to critique. They present their well supported claims to the class  
16. Introduction to public speaking and professional communication: the process of communication. Discussion of assigned chapter.
17. Speaking to inform. Choosing topics and purposes. Students define a topic for their six - minute class presentation and start researching it
18. Effective introductions and conclusions. Sample introductions and conclusions. Audience analysis. Quiz on the reading from the course pack.

19. Selecting the topic, purpose and central idea.
20. Students give impromptu speeches. Evaluation and discussion.
21. Speaking to inform. Choosing topics and purposes. Students define a topic for their six-minute class presentation and start researching it.
22. Outlining  speeches. Creating the body. Transitions. Short quiz on the assigned reading.
23. Wording the speech. Using words effectively. Achieving clarity. 
24. Delivering the speech: oral style, rhetorical devices. Students hand in a detailed plan of their speech.   
25. Visual aids. Reasons for using visual aids. Instructor returns their speech plan with comments and suggestions.

26. 27. 28. During each class three students give presentations which are recorded. The class takes notes to be used during the follow-up discussion. Discussion and evaluation of speeches using criteria discussed in class.                                    
