Course title: Accents of English
Instructor: prof. dr. Višnja Josipović Smojver
ECTS credits: 5
Language:
English
Course type: seminar (2 hours)
Status: optional
Semester: 8th (summer)
Enrollment requirements: No special requirements for taking up the course
Exam: no exam

Course description: 
The course starts with the introduction of the notions of dialect, accent, referent accent, standard and substandard varietiy. The types of English pronunciation taken as referent accents are Received Pronunciation and General American. Through students' presentation on relevant topics of their own choice, particular accents of English are dealt with: southern and northern English accents (with emphasis on the systematic differences between the linguisticsouth and north of England), Welsh English, Scottish English, Irish English; particular American-English accents with emphasis on the difference between the northern and southern varieties; Canadian English, Australian English, New Zealand English, Indian English, African English, and the English of the Far East. 

Objectives: 

The  main objective is to develop in students a sensibility for variability in English pronunciation, as well as in pronunciation in general. Students learn to listen to the original English discourse selectively, paying attention to regional and sociolinguistic variability on the phonological and phonetic segmental and suprasegmental levels. After completing this course students are expected to be able to recognize and scientifically describe such phenomena.

Course requirements:  
Each student must  give a presentation on one of the relevant topics of her/his own choice. The students' presentations can be done individually, in pairs or in groups of three students. Apart from the obligatory literature, which serves as the starting point, students must provide their own auditive or/and AV materials illustrating the points made in their presentations. Students are also required to attend the classes regularly and take part in discussions during other students' presentations.

Obligatory literature:
Hughes, A. , P. Trudgill & D. Wat (2005), English Accents and Dialects.4th edn. Edward Arnold.
Wells, J.C. (1982), Accents of English, Vol.s I, II, III. Cambridge: CUP.

Further reading: assigned on individual basis, depending on the topic chosen for presentation.

Week-by-week schedule:
1. Introduction

2. The linguistic nortth vs. south of England

3. Norther English accents (I)

4. Northern  English Accents (II)

5. Southern English Accents (I)

6. Southern English Accents (II)

7. Scottish Eglish accent
8. Welsh English accent
9. Irish English accent
10.  Northern American accents

11. Canadian English pronunciation
12. Australian and New Zealand English

13. African English

14. English in Asia

15. Emerging Englishes and their accents

