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Undergraduate programme

Course title: Aspects of American Romanticism
Instructor: Jelena Šesnić
ECTS credits: 6

Status: elective

Semester: Winter (3rd or 5th)
Enrollment requirements: Student must be enrolled in the 2nd or 3rd year.

Course description: This period spans the decades from the 1820s to approximately the 1860s focusing on the flowering of national literature in post-revolutionary times; the adoption and americanization of European ideas in the so-called New England Renaissance/American Romanticism to the emergence of African American voices. The texts are a representative selection of the unprecedented surge of creative energy that left no aspect of social and personal life untouched (from religion, education, women's rights to politics and abolition), and will thus guide is in our examination of the past to which the American present owes so much. 

Objectives: In the seminar the tendency will be to combine the textual with contextual approaches, and it is with this goal in mind that secondary readings have been chosen. Independent readings are encouraged based on the application of contemporary literary and cultural theory. The student should get a broad sense of the literary and cultural period in question.

Course requirements: regular attendance; participation in class discussions; in-class and home assignments; seminar paper; mid-term + final test (continuous assessment)

Reading: 

Primary texts

Ralph Waldo Emerson: Nature; «Self-Reliance»

Henry David Thoreau: Walden (extracts); «Civil Disobedience»

Margaret Fuller: Woman in the Nineteenth Century
Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter
Frederick Douglass: Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass
Herman Melville: Typee

Secondary readings

Bercovitch, Sacvan. The American Jeremiad, Madison: The U of Wisconsin P, 1978. 

(selection)

Budick, Emily Miller. «The Romance of the Family: Hawthorne». Engendering 

Romance: Women Writers and the Hawthorne Tradition, 1850-1990. New Haven, London: Yale UP, 1994. 13-39.

Pease, Donald. Visionary Compacts: American Renaissance Writings in Cultural 

Context, Madison: U of Wisconsin P, 1987. (selection)

Pease, Donald, ed. National Identities and Post-Americanist Narratives, Durham: Duke 

UP, 1994. (selection)
Rowe, John Carlos. At Emerson's Tomb: The Politics of Classic American Literature. 

New York: Columbia UP, 1997. (selection)

