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Undergraduate programme

Course title: American Women's Writing in the Nineteenth Century

Instructor: Jelena Šesnić 

ECTS credits: 6

Status: elective

Semester: Spring (4th or 6th)
Enrollment requirements: Student must be enrolled in the 2nd or 3rd year.

Course description: An overview of representative texts by and about women in nineteenth-century America. In order better to contextualize the texts, we shall be looking at two traditions informing writing by women that are mutually compatible rather than exclusionary. The one is represented by Rowlandson’s captivity narrative and situates a woman at the centre of the project of nation-building, while the other is exemplified by Rowson’s hugely popular seduction novel, from which the novel writing in the States takes off. Thus, the feminine tradition appears to be crucial from the very beginning in the way the American nation describes and represents itself. This argument, however, becomes possible only in the wake of the strong intervention into the field of literary history and literary canon formation enacted by feminist, poststructuralist, new historicist and cultural critics from the 1970s onwards. 

Objectives: In the seminar the tendency will be to combine the textual with contextual approaches, and it is with this goal in mind that secondary readings have been chosen. Independent readings are encouraged based on the application of contemporary literary and cultural theory. The student should get a broad sense of the literary and cultural phenomena in question.

Course requirements: regular attendance, work in class (short oral presentations, class discussions, other assignments), seminar paper, continuous evaluation (mid-term and final tests)

Reading: 
Primary texts

Mary Rowlandson: The Sovereignty and Goodness of God...
Susanna Rowson: Charlotte Temple
Lydia Maria Child: Hobomok
Harriet Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom's Cabin
Harriet Jacobs: Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl
Louisa May Alcott: Work, A Story of Experience (selection)
Frances Harper: Iola Leroy

Secondary readings

Carby, Hazel. Reconstructing Womanhood : The Emergence of the Afro-American Woman 

Novelist. New York, Oxford: Oxford UP, 1989. 62-94.  

Grasso, Linda M. The Artistry of Anger: Black and White Women’s Literature in 

America, 1820-1860. Chapel Hill, London: The U of North Carolina P, 2002. 71-100.
Harris, Susan. 19th-Century American Women’s Novels: Interpretative Strategies. New 

York, Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 1990. 173-96.

Howard, June. “What Is Sentimentality?” American Literary History 11.1 (Spring 1990): 63-

81.

Kaplan, Amy. “Manifest Domesticity”. American Literature. No More Separate Spheres. 70.3 

(September 1998): 581-606. 

Nelson, Dana. The Word in Black and White: Reading “Race” in American Literature 

1638-1867. New York, Oxford: Oxford UP, 1993. 131-45.
Slotkin, Richard. Regeneration through Violence: the Mythology of the American 


Frontier, 1600-1800. Norman: U of Oklahoma P, 1973. 94-115.

Tompkins, Jane. Sensational Designs: The Cultural Work of American Fiction, 1790-1860. 

New York, Oxford: Oxford UP, 1985. 122-46.

