Course title: Contemporary Australian literature and film
Instructor: Iva Polak, PhD
ECTS credits: 6
Status: elective

Semester: 4th and/or 6th 

Enrollment requirements: enrolment in 4th and/or 6th semester
Course description: Selected literary and cinematic texts from the 2nd half of the 20th cent.  are studied in the light of contemporary reinscriptions of Australian identity.  Issues such as colonialism and postcolonialism, the mainstream and margin, history and story, natural and supernatural  are discussed to show complexities of Australian multiculturalism (cultural difference and cultural diversity). Due to the relative remoteness of Australian space,  the course includes a survey Australian history as well as a survey of the culture of the First Australians. 

Objectives: The aim is to awaken students’ awareness of some of the distinctive features of Australian contemporary literature and cinema as well as to show the necessity of a different approach to Indigenous texts due to their culture-specific content.

Course requirements: continuous assessment  consisting of regular attendance, regular reading (watching films included), 1 written assignment, several small assignments in the class, and mid-term and end-term exam. 

The exact date of the mid-term exam is defined in cooperation with the students.

Themes for the  main written assignment (student paper) are selected during week 8.

Course schedule:

Week 1

History of Australia: Who are the “Australians”?

Claymation short: Harvie Krampet (2003), dir. Adam Elliot

Week 2

Postcolonial Australia: introduction into postcolonial theory

Week 3

Construction of the Australian canon: from documentary realism to postmodernist reinscriptions; national (local) vs. global; the Australianness 
Week 4 

Importance of Australian landscape: the Great Australian Outback 

Picnic at Hanging Rock (1975), dir. Peter Weir (New Wave)

Wolf Creek (2005), dir. Greg McLean

Gelder et al. Uncanny Australia (1998)

Week 5

“The Great Australian novel“

Tim Winton Cloudstreet (1991)

Week 6

Cloudstreet cont.

Week 7

Postcolonial and postmodern

Frank Moorehouse “From a bush log book“

Murry Bail “A, B, C, D, E,F, G,H, I, J, K, L, M, N, O,P Q, R, S, T U, V, W, X, Y, Z“

Peter Carey “American Dreams“; “Peeling“;

A. Bertram Chandler “Grimes and the Gajin Daimyo” 

Week 8

Deconstructing the Eurocentric canon and literary theory from an Australian perspective

David Williamson, Dead White Males (1995)

Week 9

Introduction into history and culture of Indigenous Australians

Week 10

Stolen Generations 

Doris Pilkington Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence (1996)

Rabbit-Proof Fence (2001), dir. Phillip Noyce

Week 11

Contemporary Aboriginalities

Vivien Cleven, Bitin' Back (2001)

Samson and Delilah (2009), dir. Warwick Thornton

Week 12

Contemporary women’s writing

Lisa Jacobson “The Master Builder’s House”

Ania Walwicz “Flight”

Janeen Webb  “Paradise Design’d“

Finola Moorhead  “Miss Marple Goes to Ayers Rock“

Week 13

Heteroglossia

The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the Desert  (1994), dir. Stephan Elliott,

WEEK 14

End-term exam

Reading list: Due to unavailability of reference materials, all relevant texts are contained in the Contemporary Australian Literature and Film Reader 2010-11 which includes the following: 

Tim Winton, Cloudstreet (1991)

David Williamson, Dead White Males (drama) (1995)

Doris Pilkington, Follow the Rabbit-Proof Fence (2002)

Vivien Cleven, Bitin' Back (2001)

 + selected short stories

Selection of texts, i.e. chapters from the following editions:  

· Ashcroft, Bill, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin (eds) Post-Colonial Studies: The Key Concepts, Routledge: London/New York, 2002.

· Elder, Catriona Being Australian Allen and Uwin: Crows Nest, 2007. 

· Elizabeth Webby (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Australian Literature, Cambridge University Press: Cambridge, 2000.

· Frazer, Robert Lifting the Sentence: A Poetics of Postcolonial Fiction, Manchester University Press: Manchester and New York, 2000.

· Gelder, Ken and Jane M. Jacobs Uncanny Australia: Sacredness and Identity in a Postcolonial Nation, Melbourne University Press: Carlton South, Victoria, 1998. 
· Huggan, Graham Australian Literature. Postcolonialism, Racism, Transnationalism, Oxford University Press: Oxford, 2007.

Additional materials (textual and audiovisual) are provided in the class.

