Dr. sc. Sonja Bašić, prof. emer.

Undergraduate programme

Course title: American Culture and the Nineteen-Sixties
Instructor: Sonja Bašić
ECTS credits: 6
Status: elective

Semester: winter (4th or 6th )

Enrollment requirements: Student must be enrolled in the 2nd or the 3rd year. 
Course description: This interdisciplinary course  tries to arrive at a tentative cultural/political and literary definition of the American Sixties. Three clusters of themes stand out:  1. The parallel rise in USA of several mostly non-violent movements (civil rights, anti-war and the hippies), protest marches for civil rights and black rights and against the war in Vietnam, along with the rise of militant African-American movements (Black Muslims, Black Panthers). At the same time violence was on the rise culminating in the assassinations of John and Robert Kennedy and the black leader Martin Luther King.  2. The appearance of “alternative” cultures which in literature gave rise to the rejection of  modernist elitism and the erasure of divisions between elitist and popular culture (exponent was Leslie Fiedler) and a new documentary focus (non-fiction fiction, new journalism such as in Norman Mailer, Truman Capote, E.L. Doctorow and Tom Wolfe)  and 3. the specific changes of fictional narrative strategies practiced by the new writers which are anti-realistic and anti-totalitarian, and rely on grotesque, hyperbole, black humour, paradox, tragic-comedy etc. (central to the course are Norman Mailer, Joseph Heller, Kurt Vonnegut Jr and Thomas Pynchon).  

Objectives: It is my hope to improve the students’ skills of literary appreciation, by helping them to read without prejudice and clicheized preconceptions and to base their judgement on fair knowledge of the political and cultural trends of the Sixties in the US, derived from their secondary sources and careful close reading of their primary texts, mostly works of fiction. It is my aim to make them understand the ideological and narrative changes and innovations permeating these texts which enable us to see them as a characteristic group.     
Course requirements: continuous evaluation (mid-term and final tests); regular attendance; participation in class; seminar paper (5-6 pages)
Reading: 

Primary texts

Allan Ginsberg: Howl (poetry, selection)

Joseph Heller: Catch-22

Norman Mailer: An American Dream  (The Armies of the Night; extracts)

Kurt Vonnegut Jr, Slaughterhouse-5

Thomas Pynchon: The Crying of Lot-49

Martin Luther King (selected speeches and writings)

The Autobiography of Malcom X (extracts)

Norman Mailer: "The White Negro"

Thomas Pynchon "Entropy"
Secondary texts 

A selection of critical texts included in the Reader.(Tony Tanner and Malcolm Bradbury, Morris Dickstein, Richard Poirier, Robert Newman and others)
