Course title: Shakespeare
Instructor: Vladimir Brljak
ECTS credits: 6
Status: elective
Semester: summer, 4th or 6th 
Enrollment requirements: Introduction to the Study of English Literature
Course description: The course presents an introduction to the work of William Shakespeare. It begins with a series of discussions of various issues involved in approaching pre-eighteenth-century English literature: topics covered include literary-historical concepts employed in the study of early English literature; the cultural context of Shakespeare’s England; the development of humanism in England and its influence on Shakespeare’s work; humanist poetics and competing views of literature current in Shakespeare’s day; the development of the English drama from the medieval period onwards. Finally, four plays by William Shakespeare are read and discussed in terms of their sources and analogues, thematic and generic properties, performance and reception history, modern adaptations, appropriations and reinscriptions, etc.
Objectives: The objective of the course is a competent understanding of a selection of works by William Shakespeare.
Course requirements: 
Continuous assessment: two tests, one presentation, one seminar paper, attendance and participation.

Week by week schedule:

Week 1: “Medieval”, “Renaissance”, “Elizabethan”, “Early Modern”: the study 
of pre-18th-century English literature

Week 2: “Without Erasmus, no Shakespeare”
Week 3: Theorizing and debating literature in Shakespeare’s England
Week 4: Shakespeare’s nondramatic poetry: Venus and Adonis
Week 5: Medieval drama: The Castle of Perseverance
Week 6: “From Mankind to Faustus”: Christopher Marlowe, Doctor Faustus
Week 7: Hamlet 

Week 8: (Continued)

Week 9: Richard III 

Week 10: (Continued) 

Week 11: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Week 12: (Continued)

Week 13: The Tempest
Week 14: (Continued)

Week 15: Concluding remarks

Reading :
Shakespeare, William. The Complete Pelican Shakespeare. Eds. Stephen Orgel 

and A. R. Braunmuller. New York: Penguin, 2002.
A reader.
