“The Merely Rich and the Super Rich:  Why American Levels of Inequality are Greater than in Europe”

Abstract: This paper shows that while US and European levels of income inequality were quite similar forty years ago, that is no longer the case.  The top one percent income earners in the US now capture more--much more--of the national income than they do in Europe.  I argue this is due to three factors.  First, the US labor movement has always been weak.  But it is now even less able to offset the power of business than previously.  Second, American political institutions have always had an antimajoritarian bias.  But it is now more pronounced than in the past, thwarting the power of democracy.  Finally, money has always played a significant role in American politics.  But it is now more important because it permits political actors to wage sustained struggles in multiple venues until they get a result they like.  All three factors have contributed to a greater concentration of income in the US than in Europe.


“’Yes We Can?:’ Barack Obama and American Politics”
Abstract:  This paper examines the sources of Barack Obama and the Democratic Party's success in the 2008 elections, their massive defeat in the 2010 midterm congressional elections, and what all this portends for the approaching 2012 presidential contest.  It looks at poll data and election returns to analyze areas of strength and weakness for the Democratic and Republican parties.  It also explores a fundamental paradox of the Obama presidency:  Its legislative record has been quite remarkable, yet it has received little credit for it. I address this paradox by looking at policy design, specifically how the stimulus bill and health care law were structured in such a way as to preclude opportunities for credit claiming. These policies suffered from traceability.  Due to how these policies were designed, voters could not easily assign credit for the benefits they distributed.
“The Good Society:  An Application of the Capability Approach to the Three Worlds of Capitalism”

Abstract: This paper asks what the good society looks like and then examines which of the three worlds of capitalism--social democratic, liberal democratic and Christian democratic welfare regimes--comes closest to meeting it.  It starts by arguing that the good society cannot be defined either by gross national product or gross national happiness.  Rather we use the capability approach to assess government performance. We then operationalize the four criteria of the capability approach and test our results using paired comparisons of countries that are emblematic of each welfare regime: Sweden and Denmark representing social democracy, the UK and US typifying liberal democracies, and Germany and Austria symbolizing Christian democracies.  According to our tests, social democracies performed better on most tests of the capability approach and liberal democracies performed worse on all of them.
“The American South: The Tail That Wags the Dog of American Politics”
Abstract: This paper argues that the South exerts extraordinary influence on American politics; that American liberalism has been shaped by its most illiberal region. Although the American South was poorer and developed later than other regions of the country, it has been in the vanguard of social and political change in the last half of the twentieth century.  I examine the leading role of the South in four areas: (1) labor relations where employer resistance and state hostility to unions that was once endemic to the South is now common practice outside the region; (2) voting patterns where the defection of white conservatives from the Democratic Party in the South has since become prevalent outside it, making the American party system more polarized and more competitive; (3) Congress where the rise of Southern Republicans has tilted Congress to the right; (4) and presidential elections where the size and unity of the South gives the Republican Party an extraordinary advantage in the Electoral College.    In essence, American politics has been shaped by its most atypical region. 
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