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Centra za komparativnohistorijske i interkulturne studije
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pozivaju Vas na raspravu
IMPERIJALNI PROSTORI

s gostima sa Srednjoeuropskog sveučilišta (CEU) u Budimpešti,
profesorima Alfredom J. Rieberom i Marshom Siefert

Rasprava s predavanjima i diskusijom će se održati u ponedjeljak, 19. travnja 2010. godine u Vijećnici Filozofskog fakulteta u Ivana Lučića 3, 10000 Zagreb, s početkom u 9.30 sati. Održat će se na engleskom jeziku.  
«Imperial Space, Eurasian Borderlands and Frontiers»
ALFRED J. RIEBER
Monday, April 19, 2010, 9.30-11.00 a.m.
This paper proposes a new geo-cultural context for exploring the interrelations among five multicultural empires, the Habsburg, Russian, Ottoman, Iranian and Chinese from the sixteenth to the early twentieth century and their imperial legacy in the twentieth century. The paper also seeks to incorporate into this analysis the origins of the Cold War as an episode in the struggle over the Eurasian borderlands. The paper is a summary of a work in progress that is currently planned for three volumes and nearing completion. 

Alfred J. Rieber is University Research Professor in the Department of History at the Central European University and Professor Emeritus, University of Pennsylvania.  Among his nine authored or edited books on Russian and Soviet History are Stalin and the French Communist Party, 1941-1947 (1962); The Politics of Autocracy (1966); Merchants and Entrepreneurs in Imperial Russia  (1982); Perestroika at the Crossroads (1991); Forced Migration in Central and Eastern Europe, 1939-1945 (2002), and Imperial Rule (2004). Recent articles and book chapters include “How Persistent are Persistent Factors?” in Russian Foreign Policy in the 21st Century and the Shadow of the Past (2007), and “Colonizing Eurasia,” in Peopling the Russian Periphery: Borderland Colonization in Eurasian History (2007).  This lecture derives from three-volume work in progress entitled “Struggle over the Eurasian Borderlands.”  An interview about his work is published as “An Interview with Alfred J. Rieber,” Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 10, no. 2 (2009): 227-237.
«Imperial Space and Communication Networks»
MARSHA SIEFERT
Monday, April 19, 2010, 12.30 a.m. – 2.00 p.m.

Conquering visions and geopolitical dreams may populate the discourse of empires, but the realities of securing, maintaining and administering territorial gains require pragmatic attention to coordination and communication. In most histories and in classic economic analyses, if mentioned at all, communication is usually considered synonymous with transportation. However, particularly for the large transcontinental Ottoman and Russian empires, communication in the form of the telegraph preceded the “railroading” of empires, often by decades. This paper analyzes the imperial rivalries and cooperations in constructing imperial telegraph networks and their role in the politics between center and periphery. The paper will also address the implications of imperial telegraphy for the independent states that emerged in the borderlands after 1878.

Marsha Siefert is Associate Professor and Head Tutor for Doctoral Studies in the Department of History at Central European University.  She has edited or co-edited five books, including Mass Culture and Perestroika in the Soviet Union (1991) and Extending the Borders of Russian History (Budapest 2003), along with other books on the subject of world communication and the history of technology. Recent articles and book chapters include “East European Cold War Culture(s)? Commonalities, Alterities and Reflections,” in European Cold War Culture? (in press) and  “Twentieth-Century Culture, “Americanization,” and European Audiovisual Space,” in Conflicted Memories: Europeanizing Contemporary Histories (2007). This lecture derives from a larger history of the telegraph and empire and some of the material is included in “’Chingis Khan with the Telegraph’: Communications in the Russian and Ottoman Empires,” in Rule and Conflict, Representation and Crisis: Multiethnic Empires since the 19th Century (in press).

Chair: prof. dr. sc. Drago Roksandić
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