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University of Bologna

The University of Bologna (Alma Mater Studiorum Università di Bologna, UNIBO) is the oldest continually operating degree-granting university in Europe. The word 'university' being first used by this institution at its foundation. The true date of its founding is uncertain, but believed by most accounts to have been 1088. Since 2000, the University's motto has been Alma mater studiorum (Latin for "fostering mother of studies"). The university received a charter from Frederick I Barbarossa in 1158, but in the 19th century, a committee of historians led by Giosuè Carducci traced the founding of the University back to 1088, making it arguably the oldest university in the world. The university is historically notable for its teaching of canon and civil law. The University counts about 100,000 students in its 23 faculties. It has branch centers in Reggio Emilia, Imola, Ravenna, Forlì, Cesena and Rimini and a branch center abroad in Buenos Aires. Moreover, it has a school of excellence named Collegio Superiore di Bologna.
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IECOB-ISTITUTO PER L’EUROPA CENTRO-ORIENTALE E BALCANICA

In December 1995, scholars from different European and American Universities - connected through the "Europe and the Balkans International Network" - founded the Istituto per l’Europa Centro-Orientale e Balcanica (IECOB, or Institute for Central Eastern, and Balkan Europe) in a notary house in Bologna. Since its foundation, the Institute got strong support from the Alma Mater-University of Bologna, the European Commission, the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Region Emilia-Romagna, the City Councils of Forlì, Cervia and Bologna, as well as the financial contribution of the main banking foundations of Emilia-Romagna. The strategic cooperation has been increased, especially since the Institute merged with the Alma Mater-University of Bologna and a Consortium with legal responsibilities was created in April 2002. The name of the Consortium is Centro per l’Europa Centro-Orientale e Balcanica (CECOB, or Centre for Central Eastern and Balkan Europe). 
The peculiarity of the Institute lies, however, in the active cooperation with the "Europe and the Balkans International Network", a thick network of experts and scholars (over 150 from 25 European countries, the United States and Canada), who act as the International Academic Board of the Institute, thanks to which the Institute has an international dimension in all its initiatives.
In addition to that Network of experts and scholars, the Institute has established relations with other institutions, such as the Italian Foreign Trade Institute, the Italian Diplomatic Institute, the Central European Initiative (CEI), UniAdrion (The Virtual University of the Adriatic-Ionian Initiative), CRE (the Conference of European Rectors) and also worldwide international organizations, such as UNESCO and the World Bank. Furthermore, since 1995 the Institute – by promoting a yearly Summer School, MA Programmes and vocational courses organised on its own or in cooperation with the Alma Mater-University of Bologna – has contributed to the training of more than 900 graduate students. Most of these Alumni are successful in their careers at home or in international institutions, and represent a wealth for the networking system of relations promoted and supported by the Institute.

As a result, the Institute can rely on a unique economic, social and political network of individuals and institutes that provide it with high quality politico-diplomatic, legal-economic and linguistic-cultural information, research and training on Central Eastern and Balkan Europe
The city of Faenza
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Faenza is an Italian city and comune, in the province of Ravenna, Emilia-Romagna, situated 50 km southeast of Bologna. Faenza, at the foot of the first Subapennine hills, enjoys a fine location and evocative agrarian surroundings: vineyards in the hills, cultivated land with traces of the ancient Roman land-division system, and fertile market gardens in the plains. In the nearby green valleys of the rivers Samoggia and Lamone there are great number of 18th and 19th century stately homes, set in extensive grounds or preceded by long cypress-lined driveways

Of Roman origins, Faenza is a splendid city of art whose fame already shone in the Renaissance period of the production of exquisitely made pottery that was exported all over Europe. According to mythology, the name of the first settlement, Faoentia, had Etruscan and Celtic roots, meaning in Latin "Splendeo inter deos" or "I shine among the gods," in modern English. The very name, coming from the Romans who developed this center under the name of Faventia, has become synonymous with ceramics (majolica) in various languages, including French (faïence) and English (faience).

Faenza is noted for its manufacture of majolica ware glazed earthenware pottery, known from the name of the town as "faience".

Faenza is home to the International Museum of Ceramics. The museum houses pieces from all over the world and from every epoch, from classical amphoras to the works of Chagall and Picasso, and there is a rich section dedicated to Faenza pottery in the golden age of the Renaissance. Other interesting art collections are located in the Municipal Art Gallery, the Diocese Museum, the Bendandi Museum and the Manfredi Library. The historic production of Faenza majolica is recognized worldwide as one of the highest moments of artistic creativity expressed through pottery. The tradition was born from a happy convergence of favourable conditions: a territory rich in clay, a centuries-old history of political and commercial relations with nearby Tuscany (especially with Florence) and great sensitivity and aptitude with regard to this art form.

Typical regional dishes include home-made tagliatelle, cappelletti, lasagna and strozzapreti with the rich Romagnol meat sauce.

