
International Course 

 “Architecture & the City in Central Europe: 18 th, 19th and 20th Centuries,”  

Department of History of Art, University of Zagreb & Department of History of Art and 
Architecture, University of Pittsburgh 

6-22 May 2012 

Overview 

� Led by Dr. Drew Armstrong (Assistant Professor, Department of History of Art and 
Architecture; Director of Architectural Studies, University of Pittsburgh, USA) and 
Dr. Jasenka Gudelj, Dr. Dubravka Botica in collaboration with Dr. Jasna Galjer and 
Dragan Damjanović (Department of History of Art, University of Zagreb) 

� Monday, May 6 – Tuesday, May 22, 2012 
� Takes place in Vienna and Zagreb with a day-trips to Ljubljana and Rijeka  
� Offered through the Department of History of Art and Architecture.  The course is a 

regular course (5 ECTS) opened to enrolled MA students of Art History and is 
subsidized by University of Zagreb. 

� Teaching language: English. 

Program Description 

This International Summer School will take place for 5 days in Vienna, Austria and 10 days in 
Zagreb, Croatia, with day-trips to Ljubljana and Rijeka.  Lectures, assigned readings, and 
meetings with scholars in Vienna and Zagreb will cover the history of planning and 
architecture in those cities, concentrating primarily on the 19th and 20th centuries.  This course 
will explore the process of modernization and how it affected urban form, architectural 
expression, and architectural theory and pedagogy in Central Europe.   

Format of the Program 

� Daily (Monday through Friday) site visits and lectures, 9:00-12:00 a.m. and 2:00-5:00 
p.m. 

� Other cultural events will be included in the evenings, such as guided tours of art 
museums in Vienna and Zagreb.   

Course Description: 

During the 18th century, Vienna, the capital of the Hapsburg Empire, becomes an influential 
architectural centre with works of Fischer von Erlach and Lucas von Hildebrandt. After the 
demolition in 1858 of the obsolete fortifications surrounding the old nucleus, Vienna was 
rapidly transformed into one of the most innovative and modern cities in the world.  The 
development of the Ringstrasse into a boulevard of parks, public squares and grand 
institutional buildings – comparable to the vast and virtually simultaneous interventions that 
transformed Paris during the Second Empire – made Vienna a model for other European 
cities.  At the turn of the 20th century, Vienna was a showcase for sophisticated architecture 
and urban planning, and one of the major centers for architectural training in Eastern Europe. 

This course will examine the transformation of Vienna and the development of a distinctive 
school of architectural thought that produced some of the principal theorists connected with 
the emergence of modernism in the early 20th century.  The dissemination and adaptation of 
the Viennese model will be considered in relation to projects undertaken in two provincial 



capitals – Zagreb and Ljubljana – where architects trained in Vienna and other European 
centers applied ideas developed in the capital to the periphery.  

Themes: Building types; tectonics, local traditions, materials, ornament. 

Architects: Fischer von Erlach, Lucas von Hildebrandt, Gottfried Semper, Otto Wagner, 
Adolf Loos, Josef Marie Olbrich, Jozef Hoffmann, Jože Plečnik, Viktor Kovačić. 

Classes will be held primarily on-site in Vienna and Zagreb.  Students will be required to 
participate in discussions, apply theoretical ideas from major 19th- and 20th-century authors to 
the observation of buildings, and to document sites through note-taking, drawing, measuring, 
and photography.  

Learning Objectives 

This course will enable students to investigate the modernization of three important Central 
European cities and the impact of new ideas about design, technology, and social organization 
on the development of new building types and urban infrastructure in the 19th and 20th 
centuries.  During the program, students will be based for the first 5 days in Vienna then for 9 
days in Zagreb.  They will participate in daily visits to sites in and around these cities, and to 
Ljubljana in Slovenia and Rijeka in Croatia.  These visits will provide students with 
substantial, first-hand acquaintance with major building projects of the 19th and 20th centuries 
that were part two major phases in architecture: historicism (the revival of historical styles 
characteristic of 19th-century European architectural practice) and modernism (the critique of 
historicism in the early 20th century that strove to create a new approach to architecture 
appropriate to the needs of modern society and the development of new building materials 
and technologies).   

Costs 

The expenses for Zagreb MA students of Art History are subsidized by University of Zagreb 
and are given to chosen students in form of fellowship. Expected participation is around 500 
HRK. 

PhD candidates are entitled to use 1000 HRK subvention offered by Zagreb Department of 
Art History, therefore they will be covering only remaining costs of their travel and 
accommodation (cca . 1000 HRK)    

 

 

INTERVIEWS FOR PROSPECTIVE PARTICIPANTS WILL BE HEL D ON  

MONDAY, 30TH JANUARY 2012, 10 A.M.,  ROOM C-104. 

STUDENTS SHOULD BRING THEIR “INDEX”. 

 

 

 


