Paolo Girardelli
Confessional urbanism. Religion and diplomacy in the Ottoman development of Galata and Pera
Guest lecture: Friday 7 February 2019, 5.30 p.m.
Venue: Conference Room, Faculty Library
Abstract

After the Ottoman conquest of Constantinople, the new rulers initiated an overall redevelopment of the urban and social structure of the city. In this transformation, the Genoese walled district of Pera/Galata (today Beyoğlu) beyond the Golden Horn also changed its social composition and architectural image. 

The Genoese walls, in place until 1863, came to shelter not only Latins, but also a large number of Muslim inhabitants, while mosques and other structures catering to the Muslim community (but also to others) were built: a bedesten (covered market), schools, fountains, baths, and the seat of the kadı or judge. Elements of a new urban landscape (the embassies, the main artery or Grande Rue de Pera, the churches, new house and apartment buildings) clustered beyond the walls, and also changed their image and place according to evolving social and political dynamics.  While in the late Byzantine period the Genoese called their walled settlement Pera and the Greeks used the name Galata for the same place, in the Ottoman period Pera began to indicate in general the new development beyond the Genoese walls. 

Rather than functioning as a special enclave or concession, Pera became a typical Ottoman settlement inhabited by many of the social and ethno-religious groups of the empire: Christians, Muslims and Jews, with the main difference that a stronger Catholic and European presence was concentrated here, especially along the Grande Rue (present İstiklal Caddesi). Embassies and churches were often in close spatial and political connection to each other. The absence of synagogues in the vicinity of the Grande Rue was also significant in itself. In this seminar talk, architectural and urban historian Paolo Girardelli explores the manifold connections between religion and diplomacy, as they were deployed and represented in the urban and architectural fabric of this plural, contested environment.
Brief Biographical Note

Prof. Paolo Girardelli is an art and architectural historian working on encounters and contacts between Europe and the Eastern Mediterranean in the late Ottoman period. He is based in Istanbul since 1999, where he teaches in the Department of History of Boğaziçi (Bosphorus) University, and became Chair of the same Department in 2019. He was a Fellow in the Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architecture at MIT in 2005-06, and a visiting scholar in the Art and Art History Department of UNC-Chapel Hill in 2018-19.  He is a member of the Italian chapter of ICOMOS (International Council on Monuments and Sites). His research and main publications focus on European and non-Muslim architectural/urban/visual culture in the diverse urban environments of the late-Ottoman world: Istanbul, Izmir, Salonica, Alexandria and beyond. He was co-editor, with Ezio Godoli, of the volume Italian Architects and Builders in the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, and guest editor of a thematic issue of the journal Architecture Beyond Europe on the space of diplomacy, both published in 2017. His current book project is a spatial and architectural history of the so-called Eastern Question, observed from the point of view of the changing urban/architectural image of Pera. the cosmopolitan district of diplomacy and foreign settlement in Istanbul.
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