Legal Deposit of Digital Documents - Practices and Trends
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The authors point out that the current practice of legal deposit should include the deposit of digital documents. The results of comparative analysis of the application of legal deposit scheme on the documents in the digital form, in various countries, are given. The distinction between obligatory and voluntary schemes is discussed. Furthermore, authors analyze problems concerning various types of digital documents, like paper documents in the digital form, digitally born (multimedia) documents, on/off-line dynamic databases etc., to which the legal deposit scheme could be applied. The problems of copyright and protection of acquired digital documents are stressed out along with the problem of preservation of authenticity of documents after media refreshment or migration. These are the problems that digital libraries and digital archives share alike. The authors also analyze and compare several recommendations for legal deposit of digital documents, show their strong and weak points, and give critical opinion regarding contemporary practice and future of research in this field. 

